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Multi-Layered Snapshots: An Era Ends

l. A Fateful Journey
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25 And they went up from Egypt, and came to the land of Canaan to Yaakov their father. 26 And
they told him, saying: 'Yosef is yet alive, and he is ruler over all the land of Egypt.' And his heart
stood still, for he could not believe them. 27 And they told him all the words that Yosef had
spoken to them; and he saw the wagons that Yosef had sent to carry him, the spirit of
Yaakovtheir father revived. 28 And Israel said: 'It is enough; Yosef my son is yet alive; | will go
and see him before | die.'

1 And Israel set out with all that he had, and came to Beer-sheva, and offered sacrifices to the
God of his father Yitzchak. 2 And God spoke unto Israel in night visions, and said: 'Yaakov,
Yaakov.' And he said: 'Here | am' 3 And He said: 'l am the God-God of your father; have no fear
of descending to Egypt; for there | will establish you as a great nation. 4 | will descend with you
to Egypt; and | will also surely bring you up; and Yosef shall place his hand upon your

eyes.' 5 And Yaakov arose from Beer-sheva; and the sons of Israel carried Yaakov their father,
and their little ones, and their wives, in the wagons which Pharaoh had sent to carry him.
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[l. Worlds Collide
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7 Yosef then brought his father Yaakov and presented him to Pharaoh; and Yaakov blessed
Pharaoh. 8 Pharaoh asked Jacob, “How many are the years of your life?” 9 And Yaakov
answered Pharaoh, “The years of my sojourning are one hundred and thirty. Few and hard have
been the days of the years of my life, nor do they come up to the days of the years of my
fathers’ lives during the days of their sojourning.” 10 And Yaakov blessed Pharaoh, and left
Pharaoh’s presence.
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28 Yaakov lived seventeen years in the land of Egypt, and the days of Yaakov -the years of his
life-were one hundred and forty-seven years.

lll. According to Plan?
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Then Yosef said to his brothers and to his father’s household, “I will go up and tell Pharaoh, and
say to him, ‘My brothers and my father’s household, who were in the land of Canaan, have
come to me.

And the men are shepherds; for they have been breeders of livestock, and they have brought
with them their flocks and herds and all that is theirs.’

And it shall be, when Pharaoh summons you and says, ‘What is your occupation?’
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And you shall say, ‘Your servants have been breeders of livestock from our youth until now,
both we and our fathers’—so that you shall settle in the region of Goshen. For all shepherds are
abhorrent to Egyptians.”
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And he selected a few of his brothers and he presented them to Pharaoh.
And Pharaoh said to his brothers, “What is your occupation?” And they said to Pharaoh, “We
your servants are shepherds, we as well as our fathers.
We have come,” they told Pharaoh, “to sojourn in this land, for there is no pasture for your
servants’ flocks, the famine being severe in the land of Canaan. Pray, then, let your servants
settle in the land of Goshen.”
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and Israel settled in the land of Egypt, in the land of Goshen; and they acquired property in it,
and were fruitful and multiplied greatly.

IV: Finding Family
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And Yaakov said to Yosef, “El Shaddai appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and He
blessed me. And He said to me, ‘1 will make you fruitful and numerous, and | will make you a
congregation of nations; and | will give this land to your offspring after you as an everlasting
possession.” And now, your two sons, who were born to you in the land of Egypt before | came
to you in Egypt, shall be mine; Ephraim and Menashe shall be mine no less than Reuven and
Shimon.
But progeny born to you after them shall be yours; they shall be included under the name of
their brothers with regard to their inheritance.
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But as for me-when | came from Paddan, Rachel died on me in the land of Canaan on the road
while there was still a stretch of land to go to Ephrath; and | buried her there on the road to
Ephrath”— which is Bethlehem.

And Israel saw Yosef’s sons and he said, “Who are these?”

And Yosef said to his father, “They are my sons, whom God has given me here.” And he said
“Bring them up to me, that | may bless them.”

And Israel’s eyes were dim with age; he could not see. So he brought them near him, and he
kissed them and embraced them.

And Israel said to Yosef, “I dared not accept the thought that | would see your face, and here
God has shown me even your offspring! ”
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And he blessed them that day, saying, “By you shall Israel bless, saying: May God make you like
Ephraim and Menashe.” Thus he put Ephraim before Menashe.
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Yosef lived to see children of the third generation of Ephraim; the children of Machir son of
Menashe were likewise born upon Yosef’s knees.
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And Yaakov called for his sons and said, “Assemble yourselves and | will tell you what will befall
you at the End of Days. Gather yourselves together and listen, sons of Yaakov, and listen to
Israel your father.”
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At Yaakov’s deathbed: The birth of a prayer

VI: The Greatest Blessing
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All these are the tribes of Israel-twelve-and this is what their father spoke to them and he blessed
them; each according to his blessing did he bless them.
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